
For many non-profit or cause-based organizations, simply doing what is expected to keep the 
community afloat may be enough . This is not the case for YWCA Kalamazoo . Our impact is most 
evident when the community is no longer hurting . We are moved when people aren’t under attack 
for living an authentic life . We are moved when every barrier has been removed so that even those 
with vulnerable, intersecting identities can still live equitable and empowered lives .  

From the rise of gun violence to the struggle for accessible, comprehensive reproductive 
health care, it’s no secret that BIPOC, undocumented communities, LGBTQIA+, and low-income 
individuals in our community are under attack. Nevertheless, to be clear, violent systems of 
oppression do not operate in a vacuum.    

The steady rise in gun violence in our community is pervasive and multifaceted as it indirectly 
connects to domestic abuse and intimate partner violence.

This propels our mission to have an intentional and informed approach to our services and 
programmatic efforts. We deliberately operate at the intersections of race and gender to critically 
and accurately address these issues head-on.

While 2021 was challenging, our mission was evident in the staff, volunteers, and stakeholders’ 
launch, expansion, and innovative programmatic efforts. 

Take a second. Take a deep breath. Be proud of all we accomplished by amplifying voices, 
creating spaces, and intentionally showing up for the people of Kalamazoo. And gear up for the 
next wave as we move diligently and steadily to remove other barriers blocking our community 
from being one of justice, equity, and liberty. 

Your unwavering commitment to our mission, vision, and values is vital to the continued growth 
and development of the Kalamazoo community. Be proud of the work that has been done, and 
remain engaged as we move diligently to eliminate racism and empower our communities.

In solidarity, solace, and perseverance,  

DR. GRACE LUBWAMA, CEO
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1. This year, YWCA Kalamazoo purchased three 
homes to close a gap in transitional housing 
for needy families .  

2. We prioritized eliminating financial and 
transportation barriers to increase access 
to abortion services, doula care, and gender-
affirming care, as well as on-site access to 
emergency contraception kits through the 
launch of the Reproductive Health Fund .  

3. Our newly branded childcare center, The 
Dreamery, expanded to a second site 
in the Edison neighborhood in an effort to 
provide around-the-clock quality care for 
parents working first, second and third shifts .

2021 ACCOMPLISHMENTS


