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FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Dr . Grace Lubwama is a visionary trailblazer who has led YWCA Kalamazoo with strategic thought,  
steadfast dedication to our mission, and purposeful action . Her tenure as our CEO began in February 
2014 . Since then, Dr . Lubwama has transformed and elevated our organization to reach its full potential 
so much that other organizations have turned to YWCA Kalamazoo for guidance and leadership, both 
on local and national levels .       

The movement that Dr. Lubwama created around racial and gender justice, caring for victims 
of abuse, providing 24/7 high-quality childcare, and addressing disparate infant mortality issues 
head-on—is the standard of excellence. As a visionary leader and the first Black woman to serve 
as CEO of YWCA Kalamazoo, Dr. Lubwama works to address issues of inequity strategically in 
the long term.      

2021 brought us many challenges as a nation. First, we witnessed increased social uprisings, led 
by primarily Black people, Indigenous people, People of Color, and LGBTQIA+ folks. Unfortunately, 
widespread support for these uprisings dwindled as quickly as it began; when the news cycle 
moved on, so did the support of many people with social and racial privilege. There is a long 
history of this, particularly regarding white people supporting justice and liberation for People 
of Color. As a phenomenal Black woman and leader, Dr. Lubwama leverages the power of YWCA 
Kalamazoo’s Staff and Board to make the necessary, long-term commitment to advance racial and 
gender equity beyond moments of viral uprisings. Her leadership inspires us to be unwavering in 
our commitment to eliminating racism and empowering women.  

Our Board of Directors is fully committed to a framework of anti-racism, incorporating it into 
our governance practices and examining our own biases that may impede us from being wholly 
engaged in our work. As a Board, we prioritize diversity and anti-racist practices. We are committed 
to creating a board with racial diversity and one that represents our community and the folks 
we serve.

It has been my true honor to serve as the Chair of the Board of Directors. Our work has just begun! 

With appreciation and immense gratitude, 

HEATHER HAIGH, BOARD CHAIR 2020-21


